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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides article carriers such as bags, 
backpacks, and bags that convert into backpacks. The article 
carriers can be used as trick-or-treat bags for Halloween and 
can have a fanciful design in the shape of a monster. 
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MULTI-PURPOSE ARTICLE CARRIER 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] The present application claims priority to US. pro 
visional application Ser. No. 61/443,463 ?led Feb. 16, 2011, 
the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates to article carriers such 
as bags; backpacks; and bags that can convert into backpacks. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Trick-or-treating is a popular children’s activity dur 
ing HalloWeen. Often childrenuse plain plastic bags to collect 
and carry the treats they receive during trick-or-treating. 
Other containers that children use are in the shape of common 
HalloWeen themed items such as a pumpkin or have tWo 
dimensional common HalloWeen images such as Witches or 
bats. Such bags and containers have top openings. 
[0004] These trick-or-treat bags are often only used for 
HalloWeen and are not used for other purposes. 
[0005] There is a need for an article carrier, such as a 
trick-or-treat bag, that serves multiple purposes such as for 
trick-or-treating activities but also for other functions. There 
is also a need for more fanciful article carriers for children. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In an embodiment, the present invention provides an 
article carrier comprising a bag. The bag comprises a body 
comprising a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle and compris 
ing a head. The head comprises a face, the face comprising a 
mouth having an interior, an exterior, a top portion, and a 
bottom portion. The mouth is con?gured to open and close. 
The mouth is positioned on the front of the face and de?nes a 
frontal opening to a passageWay, the passageWay in commu 
nication With the holloW receptacle of the trunk of the body. 
The frontal opening is at least siZed to receive a confectionary 
item. The body further comprises a pair of arms comprising a 
left hand and a right hand; and a pair of legs comprising a left 
foot and a right foot. The bag further comprises at least one 
strap that connects the left hand to the right hand to form a 
handle during use. 
[0007] In another embodiment, the present invention pro 
vides an article carrier comprising a backpack. The backpack 
comprises a body comprising a trunk de?ning a holloW recep 
tacle and comprising a head. The head comprises a face, the 
face comprising a mouth having an interior, an exterior, a top 
portion and a bottom portion. The mouth is con?gured to 
open and close. The mouth is positioned on the front of the 
face and de?nes a frontal opening to a passageWay, the pas 
sageWay in communication With the holloW receptacle of the 
trunk of the body. The body further comprises a pair of arms 
comprising a left hand and a right hand; and a pair of legs 
comprising a left foot and a right foot. The backpack further 
comprises a left strap having a ?rst end and a second end, the 
?rst end connected to the left hand and the second end con 
nected to either of the left foot or the right foot during use. The 
backpack further comprises a right strap having a ?rst end and 
a second end, the ?rst end connected to the right hand and the 
second end connected to the other one of the left foot or the 
right foot during use. 
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[0008] In another embodiment, an article carrier comprises 
a convertible bag. The convertible bag comprises a body. The 
body comprises a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle and 
comprises a head. The head comprises a face, the face com 
prising a mouth having an interior, an exterior, a bottom 
portion and a top portion. The mouth is con?gured to open 
and close. The mouth is positioned on the front of the face and 
de?nes a frontal opening to a passageWay, the passageWay in 
communication With the holloW receptacle of the trunk of the 
body. The frontal opening is at least siZed to receive a con 
fectionary item. The face faces frontally during a primary use 
as a bag and faces rearWardly during a secondary use as a 
backpack. The body further comprises a pair of arms com 
prising a left hand and a right hand; and a pair of legs com 
prising a left foot and a right foot. In a primary assembled 
con?guration, a ?rst strap connects the left hand to the right 
hand and a second strap connects the right hand to the left 
hand. In a second assembled con?guration, the ?rst strap 
connects the left hand to the either the left foot or the right foot 
and the second strap connects the right hand to the other one 
of the left foot or the right foot. 
[0009] In another embodiment, an article carrier comprises 
a convertible bag. The convertible bag comprises a body. The 
body comprises a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle and 
comprises a head. The head comprises a face, the face com 
prising a mouth having an interior, an exterior, a top portion, 
and a bottom portion. The mouth is con?gured to open and 
close. The mouth is located on the front of the face and de?nes 
a frontal opening to a passageWay, the passageWay in com 
munication With the holloW receptacle of the trunk of the 
body. The frontal opening is at least siZed to receive a con 
fectionary item. The face faces frontally during a primary use 
as a bag and faces rearWardly during a secondary use as a 
backpack. The body further comprises a pair of arms com 
prising a left hand and a right hand, each of the left hand and 
right hand comprising a fastener; and a pair of legs compris 
ing a left foot and a right foot, each of the left foot and right 
foot comprising a fastener. The bag further comprises a ?rst 
strap comprising a fastener and a a second strap comprising a 
fastener, Wherein, in a primary assembled con?guration, the 
?rst strap connects the left hand to the right hand and the 
second strap connects the right hand to the left hand. In a 
secondary assembled con?guration, the ?rst strap connects 
the left hand to the either the left foot or the right foot and the 
second strap connects the right hand to the other one of the left 
foot or the right foot. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a bag according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0011] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of a bag according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0012] FIG. 3 is a perspective cut-aWay vieW of a schematic 
illustration of a bag according to an embodiment of the 
present invention shoWing the interior and exterior regions of 
the mouth of the bag. 
[0013] FIG. 4 is a rear vieW of a backpack according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0014] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of a face of a bag Where the 
mouth is in a closed con?guration according to an embodi 
ment of the present invention. 
[0015] FIG. 6 is a side vieW of the mouth depicted in FIG. 
1, indicating the angle betWeen the top exterior and bottom 
exterior surface of the mouth. 
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[0016] FIG. 7 is a front vieW of a convertible article carrier 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0017] FIG. 8 is a top partial vieW of a mouth’s interior 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0018] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a jaW device in an 
open con?guration according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 
[0019] FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW of the jaW device of 
FIG. 9 in a closed con?guration according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 
[0020] FIG. 11 is an exploded vieW of the ends of a jaW 
device according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0021] FIG. 12 is a side vieW ofajaW device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention indicating an angle 
betWeen an upper jaW and a loWer jaW. 
[0022] FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional schematic vieW of the 
top portion of the head of the bag. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] The present invention relates to article carriers such 
as bags, backpacks, and bags that convert into backpacks. 
[0024] FIG. 1 provides a perspective vieW of an embodi 
ment ofan article carrier 405 comprising a bag 410. Bag 410 
comprises a body 412 having a front side 400, a back side 402, 
a left side 404, a right side (not shoWn), a top side 408, and a 
bottom side 410. FIG. 2 provides more details regarding the 
components of an alternative depiction of a bag according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. Bag 10 comprises a 
body 12 having a trunk 14 de?ning a hollow receptacle 16 as 
seen in FIG. 3. Referring to FIG. 2, body 12 also comprises a 
head 18; a left arm 20 comprising a left hand 22; a right arm 
24 comprising a right hand 26; a left leg 28 comprising a left 
foot 30; and a right leg 32 comprising a right foot 34. Head 18 
has a face 36 comprising a mouth 38. As seen in more detail 
in FIG. 3, mouth 38 has an exterior 39 and an interior 41. 
Mouth 38 also has a top portion 40 having a top interior 
surface 42 and a top exterior surface 44 as Well as an opposing 
bottom portion 46 having a bottom interior surface 48 and a 
bottom exterior surface 50. Referring back to FIG. 1 and FIG. 
2, mouth 38 is positioned in in the frontal plane of body 12, i.e. 
on the front side 400 of body 12 and more speci?cally on the 
front of face 36, similar to the position of a mouth on a human 
face. As shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, in a preferred embodi 
ment, the mouth protrudes outWards aWay from trunk 14 of 
body 12. Referring to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 in combination, 
mouth 38 de?nes a frontal opening 52 to passageWay 54. 
PassageWay 54 is in communication With holloW receptacle 
16 of trunk 14. Mouth 38 is con?gured to open and close as 
described in more detail beloW. FIG. 5 depicts mouth 38 in a 
closed con?guration. Referring back to FIG. 2, bag 10 also 
comprises at least one strap 56 that is connectable to left hand 
22 and right hand 26 to form a handle 58. 
[0025] Bag 10 can serve as a HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag 
that a user uses to collect confectionary items from providers 
of such treats. When mouth 38 is open as seen in FIG. 2, a 
provider delivers a confectionary item through frontal open 
ing 52 and the confectionary item treat travels doWn passage 
Way 54 into receptacle 16, Which can later be emptied. There 
fore, frontal opening 52 is at least siZed to receive a typical 
confectionary item distributed during trick-or-treating on 
HalloWeen such as, for example, a hard or soft candy piece. 
Frontal opening 52 can also be siZed larger to receive other 
HalloWeen treats such as food articles including, for example, 
candy bars, chip bags, and treat bags containing multiple 
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confectionary items. Frontal opening 15 can also be siZed to 
receive non-food articles such as, for example, pencils, stick 
ers, and erasers. At the minimum, hoWever, frontal opening 
52 is siZed to receive typical confectionary items distributed 
during trick-or-treating on HalloWeen. Referring to FIG. 6, 
Which is a side vieW of mouth 38, When mouth 38 is in an open 
con?guration, the angleA betWeen the top exterior surface 42 
and the bottom exterior surface 50 can be betWeen about 2 
degrees and about 270 degrees. After a provider delivers 
confectionary items through frontal opening 52, mouth 38 
can be closed, as depicted in FIG. 5, to prevent the confec 
tionary items from falling out of mouth 38. 
[0026] Referring back to FIG. 2, When a user assembles 
article carrier 5 described above for use, strap 56 is connected 
to left hand 22 and right hand 26 and serves as handle 58. 
Article carrier 5 thus serves as a bag With an upright handle in 
this embodiment and can be used as a HalloWeen trick-or 
treat bag. Strap 58 has a ?rst end 60 and a second end 62. First 
end 60 is connected to left hand 22 and second end 62 is 
connected to right hand 26 during use. Strap 56 can be ?xedly 
connected to hands 22 and 26 or releasably connected to 
hands 22 or 26 during use. In terms of being “?xedly con 
nected,” strap 56 can be seWn or glued, for example, to hands 
22 and 26 such that strap 56 is not intended to be removed 
from hands 22 and 26 and cannot be removed from hands 22 
and 26 Without damaging, to some degree, the integrity of bag 
10 such that bag 10 can no longer serve its intended purpose. 

[0027] In terms of being “releasably connected,” hands 22 
and 26 can be connected to one another via strap 56 such that 
strap 56 can be disconnected from hands 22 and 26 Without 
damaging the integrity of bag 10 such that bag 10 can no 
longer serve its intended purpose. For example, the left and 
right hands can have respective fasteners, disposed thereon 
that cooperate With fasteners disposed on the strap to connect 
the strap to the left and right hands. In particular, the left hand 
and the right hand can each have a respective female fastener 
disposed thereon and the ?rst and second ends of the strap can 
each have respective male fasteners disposed thereon that 
engage the female fasteners of the left and right hand to 
connect the hands. Of course, other releasable fasteners could 
be used such as VELCRO, magnets, snaps, buttons, clips, etc. 
[0028] Bag 10 can also have a clip 64 positioned on strap 56 
that can alloW the length of strap 56 to be adjusted. Such clips 
are Well knoWn in the art. 

[0029] Referring again to FIG. 2, the body of the bag can 
have a slot that the user can open or close by manipulating a 
closure mechanism in communication With the slot, Which is 
shoWn in FIG. 2 as Zipper 66. This closeable slot alloWs the 
user to remove the contents of the bag. This is particularly 
useful When the bag is used as a HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag 
since the closure mechanism alloWs the user to close the bag 
When the user is collecting HalloWeen treats and open the bag 
When the user is ready to empty the articles from the bag. The 
slot is shoWn in FIG. 2 as being positioned on the “stomach” 
of the trunk of the bag but can be positioned in another area of 
the body. Further, although the closure mechanism depicted 
in FIG. 1 is a Zipper, other closure mechanisms may be used 
such as, for example, VELCRO, snaps, buttons, magnets, 
clips, etc. 
[0030] Referring to FIG. 4, in another embodiment, the 
present invention provides an article carrier 105 that is a 
backpack 110. FIG. 4 is a rear vieW of backpack 110. Back 
pack 110 has similar components to bag 10 shoWn in FIG. 2. 
In other Words, backpack 110 has a body 112 having a front 
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side (not shown), a back side 502, a left side 504 and a right 
side 506. Body 112 comprises a trunk 114 de?ning a hollow 
receptacle similar to holloW receptacle 16 shoWn in FIG. 3. 
Body 112 also comprises a head 118; a left arm 120 compris 
ing a left hand 122; a right arm 124 comprising a right hand 
126; a left leg 128 comprising a left foot 130; and a right leg 
132 comprising a right foot 134. Head 118 has a face (not 
shoWn) comprising a mouth (not shoWn). Similar to mouth 38 
depicted in FIG. 3, the mouth of backpack 110 has an interior 
and exterior and a top portion having a top interior surface and 
a top exterior surface as Well as an opposing bottom portion 
having a bottom interior surface and a bottom exterior sur 
face. The mouth of backpack 110 is positioned in in the 
frontal plane of body 112, i.e. on the front side of body 12 and 
more speci?cally on the front of the face, similar to the 
position of a mouth on a human face. However, because this 
embodiment of an article carrier is a backpack, When the 
backpack is in use (i.e. a user Wears the backpack), the face 
Will be facing aWay from the user’s back. Similar to the 
embodiments shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, in a preferred 
embodiment, the mouth protrudes outWards aWay from trunk 
114 of body 112. Similar to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 
2 and FIG. 3, the mouth of backpack 110 de?nes a frontal 
opening to a passageWay in communication With the holloW 
receptacle of trunk 114. Further as described above, the 
mouth is con?gured to open and close as described in more 
detail beloW. 

[0031] Referring back to FIG. 4, backpack 110 also com 
prises a left strap 168 having a ?rst end 170 and a second end 
172. First end 170 is connected to left hand 122 and second 
end 172 is connected to left foot 130 in the embodiment 
depicted in FIG. 4, but second end 172 could be connected to 
right foot 134. Backpack 110 further comprises a right strap 
174 having a ?rst end 176 and a second end 178. First end 170 
is connected right hand 126 and second end 178 is connected 
to right foot 134 in the embodiment depicted in FIG. 4, but 
second end 178 could be connected to left foot 130. If the 
second end 172 of left strap 168 is connected to right foot 134 
and the second end 178 of right strap 174 is connected to left 
foot 130, then the straps Would have a “criss-cross” arrange 
ment during use. As mentioned above, during use, the straps 
of backpack 110 are positioned about the shoulders of the user 
and at least part of the body is against the user’s back and the 
face of the body is facing aWay from the user’s back. 
[0032] As With bag 10 shoWn in FIG. 2, the left and right 
straps of backpack 110 can be ?xedly connected or releasably 
connected to the respective hands and/or feet of body 112. 
Speci?cally, as shoWn in FIG. 4, ?rst end 170 and second end 
172 of left strap 168 can be ?xedly connected to left hand 122 
and left foot 130 respectively. Similarly, ?rst end 176 and 
second end 178 of right strap 174 can be ?xedly connected to 
right hand 126 and right foot 134 respectively. Alternatively, 
?rst end 170 and second end 172 of left strap 168 can be 
releasably connected to left hand and left foot respectively. 
Similarly, ?rst end 176 and second end 178 of right strap 174 
can be releasably connected to right hand 126 and right foot 
134 respectively. Still alternatively, ?rst end 170 of left strap 
168 can be ?xedly connected to left hand 122 and second end 
172 of left strap 168 can be releasably connected to left foot 
130. Similarly, ?rst end 176 of right strap 174 can be ?xedly 
connected to right hand 126 and second end 178 of right strap 
174 can be releasably connected to right foot 134. Still other 
combinations are possible in terms of the straps being ?xedly 
or releasably connected to the hands and feet of body 112. For 
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example, the straps can be ?xedly or releasable connected to 
the hands and feet of body 112 such that one of the left or right 
strap crosses over the other of the left or right strap during use. 
[0033] As described above With respect to bag 10, in terms 
of releasably connecting the hands and feet right of the body, 
the hands and feet can have fasteners disposed thereon that 
cooperate With fasteners disposed on the straps. For example, 
the left strap can have a fastener disposed thereon and the left 
and/or right foot can have a cooperating fastener disposed 
thereon. Similarly the right strap can have a fastener disposed 
thereon and the left and/or right foot can have a cooperating 
fastener disposed thereon. Any suitable fastener can be used 
such as male/ female fasteners, VELCRO, snaps, magnets, 
buttons, clips, etc. 
[0034] As shoWn in FIG. 4 and similar to the embodiment 
of bag 10 described above, backpack 110 can also have clips 
164a and 26419 positioned on straps 168 and 174 that can 
alloW the length of the straps to be adjusted. Such clips are 
Well knoWn in the art. 
[0035] Backpack 110 can also serve as a HalloWeen trick 
or-treat bag that a user uses to collect confectionary items 
from providers of such treats. As With the embodiment of bag 
10 described above, When the mouth is open, a provider can 
deliver a confectionary item through the frontal opening of 
the mouth of the backpack and the confectionary item travels 
doWn the passageWay into the receptacle of trunk 114, Which 
can later be emptied. Therefore, in a preferred embodiment, 
the frontal opening is at least siZed to receive a typical con 
fectionary item distributed during trick-or-treating on Hal 
loWeen as described above. For example, the angle betWeen 
the top exterior surface and bottom exterior surface of the 
mouth can be betWeen about 2 degrees and about 270 degrees 
When the mouth is in an open con?guration. After a provider 
delivers confectionary items through the frontal opening, the 
mouth can be closed to prevent the confectionary items from 
falling out of the mouth. 
[0036] In certain embodiments, particularly When back 
pack 110 is also used as a HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag, back 
pack 110 can include a third strap that is ?xedly or releasably 
connectable to the left and right hands 122 and 126. For 
example, the ends of the third strap can have fasteners that 
cooperate With fasteners in the left and right hands to connect 
the hands and form a handle. In such an embodiment, the user 
Wears the backpack While traveling from house to house 
during HalloWeen and then When approaching a house to 
receive a HalloWeen treat, the user removes the backpack and 
holds the handle With the mouth of the face of the body of the 
backpack facing the provider of the HalloWeen treat. If the 
user desires to use backpack 110 for other purposes, the third 
strap can be releasably connectable to the hands as described 
above such that the user can remove the third strap. 

[0037] Further, similar to the embodiment of bag 10 
described above, backpack 110 can have a slot that the user 
can open or close by manipulating a closure mechanism in 
communication With the slot, Which is shoWn in FIG. 2 as 
Zipper 66. This closeable slot alloWs the user to remove the 
contents of the bag. This is particularly useful When the bag is 
used as a HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag since the closure 
mechanism alloWs the user to close the bag When the user is 
collecting HalloWeen treats and open the bag When the user is 
ready to empty the articles from the bag. The slot is shoWn in 
FIG. 2 as being positioned on the “stomach” of the trunk of 
the bag but can be positioned in another area of the body. 
Further, although the closure mechanism depicted in FIG. 2 is 
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a Zipper, other closure mechanisms may be used such as, for 
example, VELCRO, snaps, buttons, magnets, clips, etc 
[0038] Referring to FIG. 7, another embodiment of the 
present invention provides a convertible article carrier. In 
such an embodiment, the article carrier comprises a bag that 
can be converted to a backpack and has similar components to 
bag 10 and 110 described above. In other Words, convertible 
bag 210 has a body 212 having a front side 600, a back side 
(not shoWn), a left side 604 and a right side 606. Convertible 
bag 210 comprises a body 212. Body 212 comprises a trunk 
214 de?ning a holloW receptacle similar to the holloW recep 
tacle shoWn in FIG. 3. Body 212 also comprises a head 218; 
a left arm 220 comprising a left hand 222; a right arm 224 
comprising a right hand 226; a left leg 228 comprising a left 
foot 230; a right leg 232 comprising a right foot 234. Head 
218 has a face 236 comprising a mouth 238. Similar to mouth 
38 depicted in FIG. 3, the mouth of convertible bag 210 has an 
interior and an exterior and a top portion having a top interior 
surface and a top exterior surface as Well as an opposing 
bottom portion having a bottom interior surface and a bottom 
exterior surface. Mouth 238 of convertible bag 210 is posi 
tioned in in the frontal plane of body 212, i.e. on the front side 
of body 212 and more speci?cally on the front of face 236, 
similar to the position of a mouth on a human face. During a 
primary use of convertible bag 210, When it is used as a bag, 
face 236 faces frontally. During a secondary use, When con 
vertible bag 210 is used as a backpack, face 236 faces rear 
Wardly aWay from the user’s back. Similar to the embodi 
ments shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, in a preferred embodiment, 
mouth 238 protrudes outWards aWay from trunk 214 of body 
212. Similar to the embodiments depicted in FIG. 2 and FIG. 
3, mouth 238 of convertible bag 210 de?nes a frontal opening 
252 to a passageWay in communication With the holloW 
receptacle of trunk 214. As With the other described embodi 
ments, mouth 238 is con?gured to open and close. 

[0039] Referring back to FIG. 7, convertible bag 210 also 
comprises a ?rst strap 268 and second strap 274. First strap 
268 has a ?rst end 270 and a second end 272; second strap 274 
has a ?rst end 276 and a second end 278. During a primary 
assembled con?guration When convertible bag 210 is used as 
a bag, ?rst end 270 of ?rst strap 268 is connected to left hand 
222 and second end 272 is connected to right hand 226. First 
end 276 of second strap 274 is connected to right hand 226 
and second end 278 is connected to left hand 226. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, ?rst ends 270 and 276 are 
?xedly connected to their respective hands and second ends 
272 and 278 are releasably connectable to their respective 
hands. In alternative embodiments, ?rst ends 270 and 276 are 
also releasably connectable to their respective hands. In a 
secondary assembled con?guration When convertible bag 
210 is used as a backpack, second end 272 of?rst strap 268 is 
releasably connected to either left foot 230 or right foot 234 
and second end 278 of second strap 274 is releasably con 
nected to the other one of left foot 230 or right foot 234. If 
second end 272 of ?rst strap 268 is connected to right foot 234 
and second end 278 of second strap 274 is connected to left 
foot 230, then the straps Would have a “criss-cross” arrange 
ment. As mentioned above, during a secondary use When 
convertible bag 210 is in a secondary assembled con?gura 
tion and used as a backpack, the straps are positioned about 
the shoulders of the user and at least part of the body of 
convertible bag 210 is against the user’s back and the face of 
the body is facing aWay from the user’s back. 
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[0040] Referring again to FIG. 7, in order for ?rst and 
second straps 268 and 274 to be releasably connectable to the 
hands and feet of body 212 of convertible bag 210, ?rst strap 
268 can have a fastener 280 disposed thereon and second strap 
274 can have a fastener 282 disposed thereon. Left hand 222 
can have a cooperating fastener 288 disposed thereon; right 
hand 226 can have a cooperating fastener 290 disposed 
thereon; left foot 230 can have a cooperating fastener 284 
disposed thereon; and right foot 234 can have a cooperating 
fastener 286 disposed thereon. Fasteners 280 and 282 can 
releasably engage cooperating fasteners 284, 286, 288 and 
290 during use. For example, in a primary use When convert 
ible bag 210 is used as a bag, fastener 280 engages cooperat 
ing fastener 290 and fastener 282 engages cooperating fas 
tener 288 in a primary assembled con?guration. In a 
secondary use When convertible bag 210 is used as a back 
pack, fastener 280 engages fastener 284 and fastener 282 
engages fastener 286 in a secondary assembled con?guration. 
Alternatively, fastener 280 can engage fastener 286 and fas 
tener 282 can engage fastener 284. Fasteners 280 and 282 are 

illustrated in FIG. 4 as male fasteners and fasteners 284, 286, 
288, and 290 are illustrated as female fasteners but other types 
of cooperating fasteners could be used such as VELCRO, 
snaps, buttons, magnets, clips, etc. 
[0041] As With the other embodiments, in a primary 
assembled con?guration, convertible bag 210 can serve as a 
HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag that a user uses to collect con 
fectionary items from providers of such treats. As With the 
other described embodiments of an article carrier, a provider 
can deliver a confectionary item through the frontal opening 
of the mouth of convertible bag 210 and the confectionary 
item travels doWn the passageWay into the receptacle of trunk 
214, Which can laterbe emptied. Therefore, frontal opening is 
at least siZed to receive a typical confectionary item distrib 
uted during trick-or-treating on HalloWeen as described 
above. After a provider delivers confectionary items through 
the frontal opening, the mouth can be closed to prevent the 
confectionary items from falling out of mouth. In a secondary 
assembled con?guration, convertible bag can serve as a back 
pack and be used for purposes for Which a backpack is nor 
mally used. In such an embodiment, mouth 238 can be closed 
so that the items in the backpack do not fall out from frontal 
opening 252. 
[0042] As shoWn in FIG. 7 and similar to the embodiment 
of bag 10 described above, convertible bag 210 can also have 
clips 264a and 26419 positioned on straps 268 and 274 that can 
alloW the length of the straps to be adjusted. Such clips are 
Well knoWn in the art. 

[0043] Further, similar to the embodiment of bag 10 
described above, convertible bag 210 can have a slot that the 
user can open or close by manipulating a closure mechanism 
in communication With the slot, Which is shoWn in FIG. 2 as 
Zipper 66. This closeable slot alloWs the user to remove the 
contents of the bag. This is particularly useful When the bag is 
used as a HalloWeen trick-or-treat bag since the closure 
mechanism alloWs the user to close the bag When the user is 
collecting HalloWeen treats and open the bag When the user is 
ready to empty the articles from the bag. The slot is shoWn in 
FIG. 2 as being positioned on the “stomach” of the trunk of 
the bag but can be positioned in another area of the body. 
Further, although the closure mechanism depicted in FIG. 2 is 
a Zipper, other closure mechanisms may be used such as, for 
example, VELCRO, snaps, buttons, magnets, clips, etc. 
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[0044] In certain embodiments, particularly When the 
article carrier is used as a Halloween trick-or-treat bag, the 
body of the article carrier is in the shape of a monster. For 
example, the face of the body can be irregular or distorted 
compared to a typical human face. Such a distorted face can 
be seen in the crooked chin 165 and the irregular eyes 170a 
and 17019 of the face depicted in FIG. 2. Eye 17011 is a different 
siZe than eye 17019 in the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2. The 
eyes 170 could also be crossed such that the monster has 
“cross-eyes.” The head can also have horns 150, the mouth 
can have fangs 155 and/or the hands and feet can have claWs 
160. In certain embodiments, the mouth has a tongue 175 that 
sticks out of the mouth. Other features that are typically 
associated With a fanciful creature such as a monster can also 

be included. 

[0045] As described above, the mouth of the article carrier 
in the embodiments of a bag, backpack and convertible bag is 
con?gured to open and close to alloW confectionary items to 
be delivered through the frontal opening into the receptacle 
and to ensure that such items do not fall out of the frontal 
opening of the mouth of the article carrier. A mouth in an open 
con?guration is shoWn in FIG. 2 and a mouth in a closed 
con?guration is shoWn in FIG. 5. The mouth is con?gured 
such that it can releasably open and close Without damaging, 
to some degree, the integrity of the article carrier such that the 
article carrier can no longer serve its intended purpose. Pref 
erably, When the mouth is in an open con?guration, the mouth 
stays in this con?guration until a user closes the mouth. 
Similarly, preferably, When the mouth is in a closed con?gu 
ration, the mouth stays in this con?guration until the user 
opens the mouth. The mouth can be con?gured in different 
Ways to alloW it to open and close and thus to expose or 
obstruct the frontal opening. 
[0046] For example, the inside of the head can contain 
enough of a soft stu?ing material that presses against the 
interior of the mouth so that the top portion of the mouth is in 
close proximity to the bottom portion of the mouth, effec 
tively assuming a closed con?guration. The stu?ing should be 
soft enough that it can be displaced When force is exerted 
against it. The top and bottom portions of the mouth need not 
contact each other so long as the top and bottom portions are 
in close enough proximity such that a typical confectionary 
item does not fall out of the frontal opening of the mouth 
When the mouth is in a closed con?guration. For example, in 
a preferred embodiment, in a closed con?guration the angle 
betWeen the top exterior surface and the bottom exterior sur 
face is less than 2 degrees. In order to open the mouth, a user 
simply urges his or her hand through the frontal opening of 
the mouth, compressing the stu?ing material and thus open 
ing the mouth. When the user removes his or her hand from 
the mouth, the stuff material returns to its un-compressed 
state and the mouth assumes a closed con?guration. 

[0047] Other mechanisms can be used to alloW the mouth to 
open and close. For example, in order to releasably open and 
close, the mouth can have cooperating fasteners disposed 
thereon that communicate With each other to close the mouth. 
For example, as shoWn in FIG. 3, mouth 38 has fasteners 11 
and 13 associated With the interior of mouth 38. Speci?cally, 
fasteners 11 are associated With the top interior surface 42 of 
top portion 40 of mouth 38 and fasteners 13 are associated 
With the bottom interior surface 48 of bottom portion 46 of 
mouth 38. In particular, fasteners 11a, 11b, and 110 cooperate 
With fasteners 13a, 13b, and 130, respectively such that When 
fasteners 11 are in communication With fasteners 13, the 
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mouth is in a closed con?guration. Again, all opposing points 
on the top exterior surface 42 and bottom exterior surface 50 
need not to contact each other in order for the mouth to 
assume a closed con?guration. So long as the surfaces are in 
close enough proximity such that a typical confectionary item 
does not fall out of the frontal opening When the cooperating 
fasteners are engaged, the mouth is considered to be closed. 
Fasteners can be placed on other areas of the mouth so long as 
they function to close the mouth. 

[0048] Referring to FIG. 8, in order to ensure the fasteners 
are not displaced from their intended position, the fasteners 
can be placed Within an encasement that has individual com 
partments that house individual fasteners to limit the move 
ment of the fasteners such that the fasteners can stay aligned 
With their respective cooperating fasteners. For example, the 
encasement can be de?ned by a layer of fabric 7 and the top 
interior surface 42 of mouth 38. Fabric 7 can be placed over 
the fasteners 11a-11e and fabric 7 can be stitched to the top 
interior surface 42 of mouth 38 in such a Way to create 
individual compartments for fasteners 11 as shoWn in FIG. 8. 
Of course other materials can be used to form the encasement 
so long as the material serves the purpose of limiting any 
incidental movement of the fasteners that misalign the fasten 
ers With their respective cooperating fasteners such that the 
fasteners no longer serve their intended purpose. Also, as 
mentioned above, the fasteners can be positioned on other 
parts of the mouth and as such, the fasteners can be encased in 
other parts of the mouth. 

[0049] In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, fasteners 11 
and 13 are magnets but any suitable fasteners that alloW the 
mouth to assume a closed con?guration can be used. Also, 
both fasteners 11 and 13 need not be magnets. For example, at 
least one of the cooperating fasteners 11 or 13 can be a magnet 
and at least the other one of the cooperating fasteners 11 or 13 
can be a metal piece that is attracted to a magnet. Non-limiting 
examples of other cooperating fasteners include any male/ 
female fastener, magnets, snaps, VELCRO, buttons. A Zipper 
could also be used as a closure mechanism to close the mouth. 
In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, the cooperating fasteners 
are not in direct communication With each other. HoWever, as 
Will be understood by one skilled in the art, certain fasteners 
such as snaps, buttons, and VELCRO, for example, Will 
require direct contact. In such embodiments, the fasteners 
Would be disposed on the exterior of the mouth. 

[0050] As described above, in certain embodiments, par 
ticularly When the article carrier is used as a HalloWeen trick 
or-treat bag, the body of the article carrier is in the shape of a 
monster and can have structures associated With the mouth 
such as fangs and a tongue. For purposes of this disclosure, 
such structures are part of the mouth of the body of the article 
carrier. As such, in certain embodiments, the fangs can have 
fasteners disposed thereon. For example, at least one fang 
depending from the top exterior surface of the mouth and at 
least one fang projecting from the bottom exterior of the 
mouth can be fabricated at least in part of VELCRO and can 
bind to one another When brought in contact to close the 
mouth. Of course, more than one fang on each surface can be 
used for this purpose. Alternatively, a fastener can be dis 
posed on the interior or exterior of the tongue and can com 
municate With a fastener disposed on the top interior or exte 
rior surface of the top portion of the mouth or any other 
surface of the face (such as the nose for example) so long as 
the tongue can reach the cooperating fastener on this other 
surface. 
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[0051] In certain embodiments, the mouth of the article 
carrier can have a support structure in the interior of the mouth 
to assist in de?ning the mouth and assist in closing and open 
ing the mouth. Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, in certain 
embodiments, this support structure is a jaW device 300 that 
functions similar to a human jaW (ie is an opposable articu 
lated structure). The jaW device can be fabricated from any 
suitable material such a metal or polymer, including a plastic. 
FIG. 9 depicts jaW device 300 in an open con?guration and 
FIG. 10 depicts jaW device 300 in a closed con?guration. JaW 
device 300 has an upper jaW 305 and a loWerjaW 310 With a 
left end portion 318a and a right end portion 318b, each end 
portion linked by a joint 312 that alloWs for opening and 
closing of the top and bottom mouth portions. Speci?cally, 
upper jaW 305 has a left end 314a and a right end 3141). 
Similarly, loWerjaW 310 has a left end 316a and a right end 
3161). The respective left ends 314a and 31611 are articulating 
parts of left joint 312a and the respective right ends 3141) and 
31619 are articulating parts of right joint 31219. The joint may 
be any linkage, such as, for example, a hinge, that alloWs for 
opening and closing of the top and bottom mouth portions 
(i.e. any suitable connection betWeen the upper and loWerjaW 
at their nodes Which alloWs for some motion betWeen the 
connected upper and loWer jaW). 

[0052] In certain embodiments, the joint comprises fasten 
ers that rotatably couple the tWo ends of the jaWs. Referring to 
FIG. 11, Which is an exploded vieW of the left end portion 
31811 of the jaW device, in certain embodiments, the joint is a 
revolute (pin) joint, such as a cantilever or straddle mount pin 
joint. The pin joint includes a male fastener 320 and a female 
fastener 322 that receives male fastener 320. In the embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 11, there is a torsion spring 324 betWeen 
the left end 314a ofthe upperjaW and the left end 316a ofthe 
loWer jaW Which alloWs the mouth to maintain an open con 
?guration When the spring is in a relaxed position. In the 
mouth’s closed con?guration, torsion spring 324 assumes a 
compressed con?guration. Non-limiting examples of other 
joints include helical joints and any other joint knoWn in the 
art that alloWs the top mouth portion to rotate or otherWise 
pivot relative to the loWer mouth portion. Other joints can 
include rivets, pins, screWs, bolts and accompanying parts 
such as Washers and nuts including lock Washers, spring 
Washers and lock nuts. Additionally, one or more bearings, 
such as ball, roller, or needle bearings, may be used to facili 
tate rotation in the joint. Of course, it is understood that While 
FIG. 11 depicts only the left end portion 31811 of jaW device 
300, the right end portion 318!) can have the same compo 
nents. 

[0053] Referring to FIG. 12, preferably the joints of the jaW 
device alloW the jaW device to open at an angle B of betWeen 
about 2 degrees to about 270 degrees. 

[0054] In certain embodiments, in order for the jaW device 
to remain in a closed con?guration, the mouth can have other 
cooperating releasable fasteners disposed thereon, such as a 
magnet disposed on the upper jaW and a magnet or metal 
piece associated With the loWerjaW. Of course, other types of 
suitable fasteners are also possible. When a user desired to 
open the mouth, the user can pull on the upper part of the head 
and/ or the loWer part of the head and to close the mouth, the 
user can push the upper part of the head and/ or the loWer part 
of the head such that the cooperating fasteners engage each 
other. As such, at least one of the upper and loWerjaW moves 
relative to the other of the upper and loWer jaW and preferably 
both jaWs move relative to each other. 
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[0055] In certain embodiments, the jaW device may be trig 
gered to open automatically through use of a spring. In this 
embodiment, a user Would trigger the release of a spring 
attached to the jaW such that When the spring is released it 
expands from a compressed position to push the jaW open as 
it elongates to its equilibrium position. The user can actuate 
the spring via a button or sWitch that actuates the spring. 
[0056] FIG. 13 is a schematic cut aWay rear vieW of the top 
of the head of an article carrier shoWing the interior of the 
mouth’s top portion according to embodiments of the present 
invention. This ?gure illustrates hoW jaW device 300 can be 
attached to interior 541 of the mouth. In this embodiment, a 
strip of fabric 326 is stitched to the interior surface 542 of the 
mouth creating a sleeve Within Which a part of the upper jaW 
305 is positioned. This sleeve (the stitches of Which is shoWn 
by reference character 328) serves a mechanism by Which the 
jaW device is secured Within the interior 541 of the mouth. The 
sleeve can also be located in other areas of the interior 541 of 
the mouth so long as the sleeve secures the jaW device Within 
the mouth. It is understoodthat loWer j aW 310 canbe similarly 
contained Within interior 541 of the mouth. Of course, other 
Ways of securing the jaW device Within the interior 541 of the 
mouth can also be employed. For example, the jaW device or 
portions thereof can be perforated and thread can be threaded 
through the perforations and through the exterior surface and 
interior surface of the mouth. Alternatively, staples could be 
stapled through the perforations. Threading or strips can also 
be looped around the jaW device or portions thereof and 
through the exterior and interior surface of the mouth secur 
ing the jaW device against the interior surface of the mouth. 
The jaW device or portions thereof could also be glued, taped 
or otherWise adhered to the interior surface of the mouth. 
Again, such securement mechanisms are only exemplary and 
other suitable means by Which the jaW device is secured 
Within the mouth such that it remain therein can be used. 
[0057] The article carrier can be fabricated from any suit 
able natural or synthetic material such as cotton or polyester. 
Preferably, at least the trunk of the article carrier is fabricated 
from a plush material. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An article carrier comprising a bag, the bag comprising: 
a body comprising: 

a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle; 
a head comprising a face, the face comprising a mouth 

having an interior, an exterior, a top portion, and a 
bottom portion, the mouth con?gured to open and 
close, the mouth positioned on the front of the face 
and de?ning a frontal opening to a passageWay, the 
passageWay in communication With the holloW recep 
tacle of the trunk of the body, the frontal opening at 
least siZed to receive a confectionary item; 

a pair of arms comprising a left hand and a right hand; 
and 

a pair of legs comprising a left foot and a right foot; and 
at least one strap that connects the left hand to the right 

hand to form a handle during use. 

2. The article carrier of claim 1, Wherein the mouth pro 
trudes outWards aWay from the trunk of the body. 

3. The article carrier of claim 1, Wherein the mouth has an 
top exterior surface and a bottom exterior surface, the angle 
betWeen the top exterior surface and the bottom exterior sur 
face being betWeen about 2 degrees and about 270 degrees. 
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4. The article carrier of claim 1, wherein the body of the bag 
has a slot that opens and closes by manipulating a closure 
mechanism in communication With the slot. 

5. The article carrier of claim 4, Wherein the closure mecha 
nism is a Zipper. 

6. An article carrier comprising a backpack, the backpack 
comprising: 

a body comprising: 
a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle; 

a head comprising a face, the face comprising a mouth 
having an interior, an exterior, a top portion and a 
bottom portion, the mouth con?gured to open and 
close, the mouth positioned on the front of the face 
and de?ning a frontal opening to a passageWay, the 
passageWay in communication With the holloW recep 
tacle of the trunk of the body; 

a pair of arms comprising a left hand and a right hand; 
and 

a pair of legs comprising a left foot and a right foot; 
a left strap having a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst end 

connected to the left hand and the second end connected 
to either of the left foot or the right foot during use; and; 

a right strap having a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst end 
connected to the right hand and the second end con 
nected to the other one of the left foot or the right foot 
during use. 

7. The article carrier of claim 6, Wherein: 
the ?rst end of the left strap is ?xedly connected to the left 

hand and the second end of the left strap is releasably 
connected to either of the left foot or the right foot during 
use; and 

the ?rst end of the right strap is ?xedly connected to the 
right hand and the second end of the right strap is releas 
ably connected to the other of the left foot or the right 
foot during use. 

8. The article carrier of claim 6, Wherein: 
each of the left strap and the right strap has a fastener 

disposed thereon; and 
each of the left foot and the right foot has a cooperating 

fastener disposed thereon. 
9. The article carrier of claim 8, Wherein each of the fas 

teners disposed on the left and right strap is a male fastener 
and each of the fasteners disposed on the left and right foot is 
a female fastener. 

10. The article carrier of claim 8, Wherein each of the left 
hand, the right hand, the left foot, the right foot, the ?rst strap, 
and the second strap comprises a fastener. 

11. The article carrier of claim 10, Wherein the fastener of 
the left hand, right hand, left foot and right foot is a female 
fastener and Wherein the fastener of the ?rst strap and the 
second strap is a male fastener. 

12. An article carrier comprising a convertible bag, the 
convertible bag comprising: 
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a body comprising: 
a trunk de?ning a holloW receptacle; 
a head comprising a face, the face comprising a mouth 

having an interior, an exterior, a top portion, and a 
bottom portion, the mouth con?gured to open and 
close, the mouth located on the front of the face and 
de?ning a frontal opening to a passageWay, the pas 
sageWay in communication With the holloW recep 
tacle of the trunk of the body, the frontal opening at 
least siZed to receive a confectionary item, Wherein 
the face faces frontally during a primary use as a bag 
and faces rearWardly during a secondary use as a 
backpack; 

a pair of arms comprising a left hand and a right hand, 
each of the left hand and right hand comprising a 
fastener; and 

a pair of legs comprising a left foot and a right foot, each 
of the left foot and right foot comprising a fastener; 
and 

a ?rst strap comprising a fastener; and 
a second strap comprising a fastener, 
Wherein, in a primary assembled con?guration: 

the ?rst strap connects the left hand to the right hand and 
the second strap connects the right hand to the left 
hand, 

further Wherein, in a secondary assembled con?guration: 
the ?rst strap connects the left hand to the either the left 

foot or the right foot and the second strap connects the 
right hand to the other one of the left foot or the right 
foot. 

13. The article carrier of claim 12, Wherein the fastener of 
the left hand, right hand, left foot and right foot is a female 
fastener and Wherein the fastener of the ?rst strap and the 
second strap is a male fastener. 

14. The article carrier of claim 12, Wherein the mouth of the 
face comprises at least one fastener to close the mouth. 

15. The article carrier of claim 14, Wherein the at least one 
fastener is a Zipper, Velcro, a magnet or a button. 

16. The article carrier of claim 12, Wherein the top portion 
of the mouth has a top interior surface and a top exterior 
surface; and 

the bottom portion of the mouth has a bottom interior 
surface and a bottom exterior surface, the top interior 
surface of the top portion comprising a roW of magnets 
and the bottom interior surface of the bottom portion 
comprising a roW of metal pieces that When attracted to 
the roW of magnets substantially closes the mouth of the 
bag such that items in the bag do not exit the mouth of the 
bag. 

17. The article carrier of claim 12, Wherein at least the trunk 
of the body is fabricated from a soft, plush material. 

18. The article carrier of claim 12 Wherein the body is in the 
form of a monster. 

19. The article carrier of claim 12, Wherein the passageWay 
does not extend above the shoulders of the user during use. 

20. The article carrier of claim 12, further comprising a jaW 
device disposed Within the interior of the mouth. 

* * * * * 


