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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

XVILLIAM II. lVI-HTE, OF TOPEKA, KANSAS. 

ANNUNCIATOR FOR THE ‘SUPPOSED DEAD. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 465,548, dated December 22, 1891. 

Application filed November 24, 1890. Serial No. 372,500- (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. WHITE, of 

Topeka, Shawnee county, Kansas, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Annunciators for the Supposed Dead, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the accom~ 
panying drawings, forming a part hereof. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

grave-annunciators; and it consists in the pe 
culiar combination and arrangement of de 
vices, as will be fully hereinafter speci?ed, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 

' The object of my invention is to provide a 
means whereby the supposed cadaver (buried 
before life is extinct) on regaining animation 

. may sound an alarm through the annunciator 
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located at the superintendent’s office or other 
suitable place, by which a signal of life may 
be imparted and also immediate rescue ren 
dered to the recuperating body by means of 
fresh ‘air until the said body is disinierred 

' and medical aid summoned. 
This invention is designed especially as an 

improvement of the patent applied for by me 
May 22, 1890, Serial No. 352,813; and it con 
sists in the construction, arrangement, and 
combination of the parts of which it is com 

. . posed,aswillloehereinaftermorefullypointed 

3° 7 out and claimed. ' 7 

Referring to the drawings, which illustrate 
. this invention, Figure 1 is a vertical sectional 
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view of my invention, showing the connec 
tion with the casket containing the supposed 
cadaver. 
tion with the cap removed. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical sectional view on a line y yof Fig. 9, 
showing in dotted lines the operation of the 
valve and circuit~ completing connections. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the lower 
end of the shaft D and casting B, secured to 
the upper surface of‘ the casket. Fig. 5 is a 
side elevation, of the closing~plug. 

Similar letters refer to similar parts. 
A represents an annular plug ?tting within 

. an ori?ce in a coffin-lid. The opening is of 
proper size and at a proper place, which is 
provided with an ornamental plate, which 
plate is removed at interment. Secured to 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of my inven~‘ 

the upper surface of this plug A by means of 50 
screw-bolts is a ?ange B, which has the hol 
low cylindrical portion 0 extending upward 
for a short distance and provided on its outer 
surface with screw A threads 0’, which. are 
adapted to be engaged by screw-threads on 55 
the interior side of the lower end of the hol 
low sh aft D, arranged verticallyabove the cast~ 
ing C. Extending a suitable distance above 
the ground the shaft D is provided at its up 
per end with the exterior screW-threads,en- 6o 
gaged by the interior screwthreads of the 
annular enlargement E at the lower end of 
the short cylindrical casting F. Said cast 
ingis provided at its opposite end with a simi— 
lar enlargement provided with the interior 65 
screw - threads, which are engaged by the 
threads of the lower end of the cap G, which 
thus closes the upper end of the said shaft. 
Cap G is provided a suitable distance above 
the coupling with the casting F, a series of 70 
perforations H extending in an inclined di 
rection from the outer surface of said cap. -‘ 
Said perforation is such that inclement 
weather, rain, and snow, &c., cannot enter the 
cap G. The annular shoulder g, formed near 75 
the upper end of casting F, is provided at its 
upper surface at diametrically-opposite points 
with the notches or- semicircular recesses g’, I 
in which pivotally rest the trunnions K of a 
circular valve-disk J, of rubber or other suit- 80 
able material, which, when closed, prevents 
the entrance of air into the casting F. The 
lower end of cap G, when secured in place, 
rests upon the shoulder g and prevents the 
trunnions from being displaced from their en- 85 
gagement with notchesor recesses g’, as will 
be readily understood. A short distance be 
low said valve is a casting or bracket L, se 
cured rigidly to the inner wall of casting F 
and provided at its upper and lower ends with 90 
the inwardly-extending horizontal arms M, 
provided with vertically-aligned perforations, 
through which is adapted to operate the rod 
N. The lower end of this rod N is provided 
with teeth or notches P, adapted to be en- 95 . 
gaged in the lower end of a spring-catch P’, 
which is rigidly secured to the inner wall of 
shaft F. To the lower end of the rod N is 
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also connected by means of a wire rod Q to a 
ring or device R on a ?nger of one or both 
hands of the supposed cadaver. Secured 
round the rod N and bearing in its normal po 
sition against the under side of the upper arm 
M of castingL‘is conductor S, connected by 
means of wire T and staple or other means to 
the under surface and near the outer. edge of 
the circular valve J. Coiled round the rod N 
and bearing against the upper surface of the 
lower arm M of the casting L and the under 
surface of the conductor S is a spring U, which 
normally holds the rod N in its elevated po-v 
sition. Erected vertically upon the surface 
of the lower arm M of the casting L by suit 
able means is a non—conductor V, to'which is 
secured by screw-bolts X the conducting leaf 
spring W. ‘Secured to the screw X and in 
contact with the conducting-spring W is the 
one end of the wire Y, which passes by the 
shortest or most direct route through the non 
oonductor Z, (the wire being insulated from 
X to Z, as shown,) and thence passing and 
supported by suitable non-conductors—such 
as the posts, &c.—-to the superintendent’s 
of?ce or other suitable point, is connected 
with an annunciator, passes to the electric 
battery, and is conveyed to the ground, thus 
forming a ground-current of electricity, which ~ 
connects with the shaft D. 
The operation of- my invention ‘is as fol 

lows: The supposed cadaver, on regaining 
animation, after interment, with the natural 
movement of the hand or hands on which the ‘ 
ring or device is placed causes the downward 
movement‘through the connecting-wire Q of, 
the rod N, and the conductor S, being rigidly 
secured thereto, comes in contact with the 
upper end of the conducting-spring W, com 
pleting the circuit, causing the ringing of the 
annunciator. This slight movement of prob 
ably a quarter of an inch allows the sharp 
ened lower end of the spring P’ to engage with 

‘ the lower notch P of the rod N, thus holding 
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said rod depressed and the conductor S in 
constant contact with the conducting-spring 
W and insures the continual sounding of the 
alarm until the current is broken at the su 
perintendent’s of?ce. The spring P’, engag 
ing the notches P of the rod N, prevents any 
possibility of the current being broken or air 
being cut 0% in the shaft. This downward 
movement of the conductor S causes simul 
taneously the slight operation of the valve J, 
allowing fresh air entering through perfora 
tions H to pass to the casket, and, if thought 
advisable, the valve can be left slightly open 
at interment to admit a small quantity of 
fresh air. Should the hand or hands contain 
ing the ring or device be forcibly moved, the 
rod N is drawn downward to the position 
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 3. The conductor 
S at the same time causes the valve J to open 
to its‘ extreme position and the continued 
ringing of the alarm in the superintendent’s‘ 
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of?ce or other suitable place, as will be readily 
understood. If suitable time has elapsed af 
ter interment and the alarm has not sounded, 
the casting F is unscrewed from its connec- ' 
tion with the upper end of shaft D and raised 
su?iciently to sever or cut the wire (the hand 
being raised slightly during the uncoupling 
of the casting F from the shaft D.) The up 
per end of the wire Q is engaged by a pair of 
nippers or other suitable means and held in 
its elevated position until the plug 0, frustum 
shaped, as shown, is inserted and drops to the 
lower end of shaft D. The wire Q, being then 
released, allows the hand connected to its lower 
end to drop back to or resume its original posi 
tion. The interior upper wall of cylindrical 
portion 0 of castingB is beveled, as shown at 
I), to assist in guiding the lower end of the plug 
0 to the desired position. .The plug, in assum 
ing the position desired, forces the wire Q to 
‘the position shown in Fig. 4. A vertical rod 
or pipe may now be inserted through the shaft 
D _to strike upon the upper surface of the 
plug 0, (which is made of wood or other suit 
able material,) forcing the same downward 
tightly and making the joint between said 
plug and the interior 'wall of partition 0 air 
tight, the wire, as will be readily understood, 
embedding itself in the plug. when said plug is 
forced home. The shaft Dv may now be en 
gaged by a wrench or other suitable means and 
unscrewed from its connection with the cast 
ing B, and the opening in the earth where the 
shaft D was erected may be ?lled in, as will 
be readily understood. , 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. Any improved grave-annunciator com 
prising a suitable cof?n or receptacle ‘for the 
body, a circular plug ?tted into an aperture in 
the cof?n, a cylindrical tube having a ?anged 
lower end secured to the circular plug, screw 
threaded externally at its upper end and in 
clined outwardly and upwardly at the upper 
part of its interior, a tube internally screw 
threaded at its lower end to embrace the ?rst~ 
named tube, a perforated cap screwed upon the 
upper end of the second tube, a disk 3' ournaled ~ 
horizontally in the upper-portion of thesecond 
tube, a bracket secured vertically in one side of 
the second tube, a sliding rod mounted verti 
cally in the bracket and held upwardly by a 
surrounding coiled spring‘ and also notched 
at its lower end, a spring-detent secured to 
the inner surface of the second tube and en 
gaging the notches of the rod, a rod connect 
ing the disk with the sliding rod, a ?xed con~ 
tact-spring secured to the bracket and con 
nected to the line-wire,,a movable contact car 
ried by the sliding rod and operating by en 
gagement with the upper end of the‘ ?xed 
contact-spring to close the circuit, and a wire 
connected to the lower end of the sliding rod 
and designed to be attached at its lower end 
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to the body within the co?in or receptacle, face of shoulder g, substantially as and for 
substantially as set forth. . the purpose set forth. ' 

2. The combination of the casting F, hav- In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
ing the interior and ‘annular shoulder g, the presence of two Witnesses. 
valve J, provided with the opposite trunnions WILLIAM H. \VHITE. 
pivotally engaging diametrically - arranged Witnesses: 
notches g’ in shoulder g, and the cap G, the G. G. THORPE, 
lower end of which rests upon the upper sur- H. E. PRICE. 


